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32601-32602
Thoracoscopy, diagnostic (separate
procedure); lungs and pleural space,
without biopsy

32601

lungs and pleural space, with biopsy32602

Explanation
The physician examines the inside of the chest
cavity through either a rigid or flexible
fiberoptic endoscope. The procedure can be
done under local or general anesthesia. The
surgeon makes a small incision between two
ribs and by blunt dissection and the use of a
trocar enters the thoracic cavity. The
endoscope is passed through the trocar and
into the chest cavity. The lung is usually
partially collapsed by instilling air into the
chest through the trocar, or if general
anesthesia is used, the lung may be collapsed
through a special double lumen endotracheal
tube inserted through the mouth into the
trachea. The contents of the chest cavity are
examined by direct visualization and/or the
use of a video camera. Still photographs may
be taken as part of the procedure. In 32602,
the tissue selected for biopsy is identified and
a biopsy taken using a device through the
endoscope or the insertion of an instrument
through a second incision in the chest. At the
conclusion of the procedure, the endoscope
and the trocar are removed. A chest tube for
drainage and re-expansion of the lung is
usually inserted through the wound used for
the thoracoscopy.

Coding Tips
These separate procedures by definition are
usually a component of a more complex
service and are not identified separately. When

performed alone or with other unrelated
procedures/services they may be reported. If
performed alone, list the code; if performed
with other procedures/services, list the code
and append modifier 59. Report the
appropriate endoscopy for each anatomic site
examined. Surgical endoscopy includes a
diagnostic endoscopy; however, diagnostic
endoscopy can be identified separately when
performed at the same surgical session as an
open procedure. For limited thoracotomy to
biopsy lung or pleura, see 32095.

HCPCS Level II
N/A

ICD-9-CM Procedural
Closed endoscopic biopsy of lung33.27

Transpleural thoracoscopy34.21

Pleural biopsy34.24

Anesthesia
00528, 00529

ICD-9-CM Diagnostic
Malignant neoplasm of main
bronchus

162.2

Malignant neoplasm of upper lobe,
bronchus, or lung

162.3

Malignant neoplasm of middle lobe,
bronchus, or lung

162.4

Malignant neoplasm of lower lobe,
bronchus, or lung

162.5

Malignant neoplasm of other parts of
bronchus or lung

162.8

Malignant neoplasm of parietal pleura163.0

Malignant neoplasm of visceral pleura163.1

Malignant neoplasm of upper
respiratory tract, part unspecified

165.0

Malignant neoplasm of other sites
within the respiratory system and
intrathoracic organs

165.8

Kaposi's sarcoma of lung176.4

Malignant neoplasm of thorax195.1

Secondary malignant neoplasm of
lung

197.0

Secondary malignant neoplasm of
pleura

197.2

Benign neoplasm of bronchus and
lung

212.3

Benign neoplasm of pleura212.4

Carcinoma in situ of bronchus and
lung

231.2

Neoplasm of uncertain behavior of
trachea, bronchus, and lung

235.7

Emphysematous bleb492.0

Pleurisy without mention of effusion
or current tuberculosis — (Use

511.0

additional code to identify infectious
organism)

Pleurisy with effusion, with mention
of bacterial cause other than

511.1

tuberculosis — (Use additional code
to identify infectious organism)

Other spontaneous pneumothorax512.8

Abscess of lung — (Use additional
code to identify infectious organism)

513.0

Postinflammatory pulmonary fibrosis
— (Use additional code to identify
infectious organism)

515

Pulmonary alveolar proteinosis — (Use
additional code to identify infectious
organism)

516.0

Pulmonary alveolar microlithiasis —
(Use additional code to identify
infectious organism)

516.2

Idiopathic fibrosing alveolitis — (Use
additional code to identify infectious
organism)

516.3

Other specified alveolar and
parietoalveolar pneumonopathies —

516.8

(Use additional code to identify
infectious organism)

Unspecified alveolar and
parietoalveolar pneumonopathy —

516.9

(Use additional code to identify
infectious organism)

Chronic respiratory failure518.83

Hemoptysis786.3

CCI Version 12.3
00528-00529, 00539, 00540-00541, 20101,
32020, 36000, 36410, 37202, 62318-62319,
64415-64417, 64420-64421, 64450-64470,
64475, 69990, 90760, 90765, 90772, 90774,
90775, C8950, C8952
Also not with 32601: 32002
Also not with 32602: 32002-32005, 32601
Note: These CCI edits are used for Medicare.
Other payers may reimburse on codes listed
above.

Medicare Edits
Non-FacFac

AssistFUDRVURVU
A08.548.5432601
A09.279.2732602

Medicare References: 100-4,12,40.6
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HCPCS Level II
HCPCS Level II codes are used to report the
supplies, durable medical equipment, and
certain medical services provided on an
outpatient basis. Because the procedure(s)
represented on this page would be performed

in an inpatient facility, no HCPCS Level II
codes apply.

ICD-9-CM Procedural
Repair of atrial septal defect with
prosthesis, open technique

35.51

Repair of atrial septal defect with
tissue graft

35.61

Other and unspecified repair of atrial
septal defect

35.71

Extracorporeal circulation auxiliary to
open heart surgery

39.61

Anesthesia
00561, 00562, 0056333641

ICD-9-CM Diagnostic
Acute myocardial infarction of
anterolateral wall, episode of care

410.00

unspecified — (Use additional code
to identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of other
anterior wall, episode of care

410.10

unspecified — (Use additional code
to identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of
inferolateral wall, episode of care

410.20

unspecified — (Use additional code
to identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of
inferoposterior wall, episode of care

410.30

unspecified — (Use additional code
to identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of other
inferior wall, episode of care

410.40

unspecified — (Use additional code
to identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of other
lateral wall, episode of care

410.50

unspecified — (Use additional code
to identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction, true
posterior wall infarction, episode of

410.60

care unspecified — (Use additional
code to identify presence of
hypertension: 401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction,
subendocardial infarction, episode of

410.70

care unspecified — (Use additional
code to identify presence of
hypertension: 401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of other
specified sites, initial episode of care

410.81

— (Use additional code to identify
presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction of other
specified sites, subsequent episode of

410.82

care — (Use additional code to
identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction,
unspecified site, initial episode of care

410.91

— (Use additional code to identify
presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Acute myocardial infarction,
unspecified site, subsequent episode

410.92

of care — (Use additional code to
identify presence of hypertension:
401.0-405.9)

Other specified forms of chronic
ischemic heart disease — (Use

414.8

additional code to identify presence
of hypertension: 401.0-405.9)

Acquired cardiac septal defect — (Use
additional code to identify the

429.71

associated myocardial infarction: with
onset of 8 weeks of less,
410.00-410.92; with onset of more
than 8 weeks, 414.8)

Ostium secundum type atrial septal
defect

745.5

Ostium primum defect745.61

CCI Version 12.3
32002, 32020, 32100, 33140-33141,
33210-33211, 33310-33315, 33647v,
33660v, 35226, 36000, 36410, 37202,
39010, 62318-62319, 64415-64417,
64450-64470, 64475, 69990, 90760, 90765,
90772, 90774, 90775, 93580, C8950, C8952
Note: These CCI edits are used for Medicare.
Other payers may reimburse on codes listed
above.

Medicare Edits
Non-FacFac

AssistFUDRVURVU
a9042.6642.6633641

Medicare References: None
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